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Top Orthopaedic Hospital embraces new technology
for FDX Visionary mobile C-arm solutions
Radiographers, surgeons and patients all benefit from the new Fujifilm flat panel detector c-arms at SWLEOC

Introduction
South West London Elective Orthopaedic Centre (SWLEOC) is the largest hip and knee replacement centre in the UK and is
recognised as a centre of excellence both nationally and internationally for orthopaedic surgery, research and development.
C-arms are an integral and essential element in many of the procedures carried out at the Centre, so the forward thinking
radiography department at SWLEOC were keen to ensure their next generation of surgical x-ray systems would offer significant
improvements on their old fleet of image intensifiers.

“The opening of a new theatre meant we were finding an
increased demand for x-ray during surgery” said Mihaela
Hills, Superintendent Radiographer at SWLEOC. “The
prospect of mounting waiting lists for procedures postpandemic meant we needed to ensure our new c-arms were
able to deliver efficiencies as we develop the department to
support the evolving needs of our surgeons and patients. The
ability to both send to PACS and retrieve worklists wirelessly
was a top priority, along with image quality and patient dose.
Cyber security was an important consideration too and we
wanted a system that would be easy to integrate by our IT
department with software that was easy to use and intuitive.”
The SWLEOC team had only ever worked with image
intensifiers and were keen to learn about flat panel detector
(FPD) c-arms when Fujifilm delivered the FDX Visionary C
and FDX Visionary CS surgical x-ray systems to the hospital
for trial. “We quickly found that an FPD was much easier for
moving under the surgical table and it doesn’t take up much
space in the theatre or in the corridor for storage” said Brian
Muka, Radiographer at SWLEOC. “Since installation we
have found there is a faster workflow in theatre as we’re
no longer inputting patient data. Image quality is much
better – with clearer, crisper images – and the dose is
lower than with our old image intensifiers.”
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It’s not just the radiographers who are enjoying the benefits
of the new Fujifilm c-arms. “Our surgeons are much happier
with the image quality of the new FPD c-arms and are
finding procedures easier to carry out” said Nathaniel Perido,
Radiographer at SWLEOC. “They like the bigger screens,
the ability to zoom into regions of interest on the image, and
the fact that we can control what they can see on the screens
during a procedure without the need to move around the
theatre.”
Fujifilm believe that for a system as critical as a c-arm,
which is operated in a high stress environment, it’s vitally

important that the radiographers are confident using the
equipment. “The training and support which we received
both during the trial and at installation really helped build our
radiographer’s confidence” said Mihaela. “The Fujifilm team
are very reliable and flexible, offered fast delivery and full
applications training. They are very supportive and helpful,
response times are fast and they resolve any issues quickly
and efficiently.”
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